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innocent of the pursuit of popularity, he became "the
People's William."

This formidable figure was Prime Minister for six fruitful
years, for the first three of which he gave almost unfailing
satisfaction to his sovereign. Their harmony from 1868 to

1871 was notable and rarely interrupted.   It was too much
to hope that their opinions should coincide on every question;
but Mr. Gladstone's were invariably stated with profound
respect; and the Queen showed herself a ready instrument
of conciliation between ministers and the unwilling objects
of their various reforms.   It was a season of some difficulty
for her, since her health was troublesome and public duties
had grown slightly uncongenial after the long retirement of
her protracted mourning.   The Prime Minister appeared
inevitably in the unwelcome guise of a call to duty, of his
sovereign's reluctant interrupter breaking in, upon her
melancholy Capua on Deeside or the Solent; but his tact
preserved their harmony, and there was no breach between
them before 1871.   That summer the situation was a little
delicate, as he was particularly anxious that her departure
for Balmoral should be delayed a week or so.   For there had
been some public criticism of the Throne, which he was
anxious to disarm.   But she was over-tired, and after a
crowded summer the escape to Scotland gleamed like a
Promised Land before her.   So she went North against his
wish;  and the unhappy episode rose like a wall between
them.

A graver incident raised it to greater heights.   For in

1872  Gladstone's sense of public duty impelled him to a
protracted argument upon the desirability of employing the
Prince of Wales at Dublin and of transferring some portion
of his mother's social duties to the young couple at Marl-
borough House.   The Queen disapproved completely ; and
the discussion gravely modified her attitude to Gladstone.
Then in the normal course of party politics he went out of
office; and his deft successor wrought further changes in
her, while Mr. Gladstone passed from her life into the shades